
Year 3 – Spring 1 – ‘Savage Saxons and Vicious Vikings’ 

 

 

NC Geography 
Place Knowledge- understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country. 
Human and physical geography - human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade 
links 
Locational knowledge - name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human 
and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. 
Geography skills - use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

 

Introduction into Vikings 

Geography skills- map work. 

Keep calm and colour in! 
I can develop my use of texture and 

pattern. 
I can review and revisit my ideas. 

We need to show other Anglo Saxons 
what we can see approaching. 

Photographs don’t exist yet, but drawings 
do. Chn to become Anglo Saxon artists. 
Explore a variety of images Viking long 

boats and the sea. Using different 
medias and textures, create the sea. 

Explore and experiment in sketch books. 
Chn to choose which they are going to use 

for their final piece. Create 
pictures/images of what the Saxons can 
see coming 
towards 

Britain. Chn 
to explain 

what 
media/colours they chose and why. 

 

 
Welcoming party gone wrong.  

I can use a map, name and locate 
countries. 

I can understand types of settlements. 
Set the scene. Vikings keep landing on 
our shores! Where are they coming 

from? Role play – Vikings are coming, 
we the Saxons are excited and want to 
welcome them. We throw a welcome 

party but the Vikings attack! It’s time to 
take action, but first we need to know 
where they’re coming from. Investigate 

big maps that they can mark on. 
Where are we? Chn plot where we are. 

Chn mark landing sites of Vikings. 
What direction do you think they are 
coming from? From that can chn plot 

the most likely places the Vikings 
homelands are? Discuss and reveal the 
countries. Look at where the homelands 

are, and where they invaded and 
settled. Discuss invasion. Chn to have a 
map of England with Denmark, Sweden 
and Norway included. Plot on the map 

Viking homelands and Viking 
settlements in different colours. Also 
arrows to show direction of travel. 
Produce a key to indicate what each 

colour represents. 
Why did the Vikings attack? Was it 
morally correct? How do you think the 

Saxons felt? 
 

 

 Saxon spies 
I can identify stereotypical features of a Viking from 

today’s perceptions. 
I can relate the Vikings in time with the Romans and Anglo 

Saxons. 
I know where the Vikings came from. 

I can write a narrative. 
Children to become ‘Saxon Spies’. Props to encourage 

involvement e.g magnifying glasses. 
Investigate the Vikings. – Stereotypical pictures of Vikings- 
can they pick out three stereotypical features from images. 

The Viking long boats- What makes them so special? 
Where are the Vikings coming from?- Look at maps, what 
direction are the boats approaching from, where might they 

be coming from? 
What period of time is it?- Look at calendars and timelines. 

Can they relate the Vikings to the time of romans and 
Anglo Saxons. Explain how it was only a short period of 

time. 
After investigation, discussions and thinking time. What 

have they found out? What questions would they like to ask. 
Plenary- Hot seating. 

Chn to write as an Anglo Saxon. (Maybe diary style so they 
can include the ‘date’) What have they found out about 
these mysterious people? Write a few sentences about each 
of the things they have investigated. What they look like, 
what their arriving on and why these are starnge. Where 

you think they may be coming from. Chn to remember they 
haven’t met them yet, so don’t know they are going to be 
raided. They can write a sense of excitement to meet the 

new people, or fear of the unknown. 
Discuss how our country consists of many different 

cultures/religions.  
Why shouldn’t we judge people before we know them? Are 
people wrong if they don’t follow the same beliefs as you? 

Why can this cause conflict? 

Introduction to Saxons 
Inference/Geog skills- map work 

Artefacts 

Art- 
Weaving 

 

Welcome to the weaving 
workshop. 

I can explore Anglo Saxon 
clothes. 

I can develop my use of 
pattern. 

I can make friendship 
bracelet. 

Set up an Anglo Saxon 
Workshop. Welcome the 
weavers. We’ve had a 

huge order of friendship 
bracelets come in! 

Explore Saxons clothes, 
jewellery, belts. Look at the 

weaving of clothes and 
how the jewellery, belts, 

clothes ect were decorated 
by plaiting and braiding 
thread. How did they get 
thread? How did they 

make the colours? 
 Pay attention to detail. 

Explore patterns and 
colours. Children to sketch 
patterns in sketch books. 
Workshop stations set up 
to make a friendship 

bracelet. 
Watch tutorials and 
practicing plaiting.  

Once chn have practiced 
then they can create their 
own friendship bracelets 
by following the correct 

steps. 
Discuss different jobs and 
why they were important. 
Are any of these job still 

around today?  
Friendships. 

The mystery of the empty Saxon grave. 
I can examine and make inferences about artefacts. 

I can historical evidence to draw conclusions about a person. 
Children to become detectives and look at artefacts from 

inside a ship burial. Set the classrooms like a crime scene so 
chn feel like they are investigating a crime. They will need 
to examine the artefacts what are they? What does it tell 
us about the person? By the end of the lesson chn to decide 
from a choice of 4 who the suspect is most likely to be (a 

Saxon king). 
Video clip of Sutton hoo ship burial. Show first 45 sec to 

introduce the burial site. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjxXQif6VMI 

Examine images of the finds. Found on 
https://www.britishmuseum.org/learn/schools/ages-7-

11/ancient-britain/classroom-resource-sutton-hoo Provide 
clue sheets so chn can deduce what each find means about 

the person. 
Return to video (6min – 8 min37) showing discovery of 

finds. 
In whose honour was the bodiless burial? Run through likely 

contenders. Discuss using oracy. 
Reveal answer.- Refer to video (8.55) 

Picture of the crime scene/artefacts stuck in books. Chn to 
label each artefact. Under picture, write each artefact, 
what it is, what it was used for and who would use it. 

Then write what it tells us about the person. 
Write who they believe the empty burial site belongs to and 

why. 
Possible oracy focus - What are the different types of 
sources? How do we know if a source is reliable? What is 

an artefact? 

Fear, Conflict, Morality, Belief 

Amazing Archaeologists 
I can infer the purpose of an item form the past. 

I can read and use a map. 
I can describe types of settlement. 

I can analyse where Anglo Saxons lived. 
Set up an archaeologist site. Hide a range of mystery items/pictures 
from the Anglo Saxons time. Chn to become archaeologists with props 

.eg paintbrushes. Each time a mystery item is found children to 
discuss what it might be. What makes them think that? 

What did they look like? What did they wear? – ‘paintings’/images 
of Anglo Saxons – can they name stereotypical features/items of 

clothing. 
  

Our finds have been plotted on a map! Explain how these finds were 
all from cemeteries. Show chn an ern and stopper explain what these 

are. This is how we can find out where they lived – Show chn a 
map of East Anglia showing Anglo Saxons cemeteries, rivers and 

different land levels. Chn to explore the ‘complicated map’. What do 
they think the blue lines are? (rivers) 

Can chn read a map? Ask true/false questions about the map e.g 
There were only 10 rivers in East Anglia.– make this fun, instead of 

saying true or false use instruments/funny sounds/actions.  
Give chn 8 statements about the settlements. Discuss, are they 

correct? Chn to then make their own hypothesis about where the 
Anglo Saxons lived. Write an analyses paragraph/paragraphs about 
where they believe Anglo Saxons lived, making clear statements from 
what the map shows. Eg, near water, on low ground, spread out all 

over east Anglia. Chn to reason their thinking on this by giving 
evidence from what they can see on the map and what the map 

suggests. HA-Write an explanation on why this is just a ‘guess’ and 
why we don’t know for sure.  

Why do archaeologists have an important job? Why is it important to 
learn about the past? Which of your skills do you need to use for 

this job? 
Dark Ages- Discuss lack of evidence and the impact this has on our 

knowledge.  
Q. about Beliefs and Morality? 

Fear, Conflict, Morality, Belief 

Fear, Conflict, Morality, Belief  
  

 

NC History 
Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest 
times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been 
influenced by the wider world. 
Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference 
and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid 
questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

Fear, Conflict, Morality, 
Belief  
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